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A CASE OF FRACTURED SPINE, WITH DEPRESSION OF THE SPINOUS 
PROCESS, AND THE OPERATION FOR ITS REMOVAL. 


BY DAVID L. ROGERS, M.D. OF NEW YORK CITY. 


Tus case occurred on the 3d of February, 1834, in the person of a 
Mr. Little, aged thirty-one years, who fell from the roof of a three story 
house (as is supposed), upon a coal box, which fractured the spinous 
process of the first lumbar vertebra, and depressed this process upon the 
spinal cord ; a space was distinctly felt between the last dorsal and second 
lumbar vertebra. He presented those symptoms, paralysis and suffering, 
which are familiar to surgeons in such cases. Alter reaction was fully 
established, the paralysis of the lower extremities continuing, with other 
distressing symptoms, it was determined to remove the depressed 
process. 

Operation.—T he patient was laid upon a cot, and placed on his side, 
as symptoms of suffocation were produced when lying on the face. The 
shoulders and hips were carried forward, which caused a projection of 
the spine; an incision of about five inches in length was made, in the 
direction of the spine ; several fragments of bone, broken from the spi- 
nous process of the last dorsal vertebre, presented, which were removed. 
From the comminuted state of the depressed process, it was thought that 
it could be removed without the saw, and in elevating it, every part was 
detached except at the oblique processes. An attempt was made to se- 
parate these with the knife alone, but without success ; Hey’s saw of 
small size was now employed, but the mobility of the part rendered this 
a tedious and difficult part of the operation ; the irregular edges of the 
bone occasionally coming in contact with the spinal cord, caused excru- 
ciating pain, accompanied with convulsive contractions of the muscles of 
the back ; with the aid of the double hook and elevator it was fixed, and 
by gently sawing, it was separated on one side, but could not by this 
mode be detached from the other side. Again the knife was used, and 
the capsular ligament was divided from the outside ; the process was then 
drawn upwards and outwards, so that the probe-pointed bistoury might 
pass between the articulating surfaces, which completely separated its 
attachments. About two inches of the spinal cord was now exposed, 
covered with coagulated blood, quite firm ; this was removed with the 
forceps. The spinal cord did not seem to be injured. The wound was 
drawn together by a suture, and adhesive strips, with a bandage. The 
patient was laid upon a firm matrass, on his back. In about fi teen min- 
utes after the operation, he said he was much relieved ; sensibility 
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returned to the lower extremities ; respiration became easy, and with the 
assistance of an anodyne, he slept for several hours. 

The above operation was performed on the morning of the 5th of 
February, 1834. At 8, P. M., of the same day, he complained for the 
first time of pain in his feet, and a difficulty in passing his urine. A ca- 
theter was introduced, and about a quart of urine discharged. Gave him 
lemonade and gum Arabic water for the night. 

February 6th, morning.—Has rested well during the night ; complains 
much of pain in his feet ; they are highly inflamed and vesicated ; twelve 
leeches applied to them ; skin dry. Pulse 106. Ordered spirit minde- 
rer. 7o’clock, P. M. Pulse much excited ; skin dry ; complains of 
pain in the wound ; turned him on his side, which gave much relief ; was 
directed to take at bed time, proto-chloride hydrarg. grs. vi. ; Pulv. 
Ipecac. compos. grs. x. M. The lemonade omitted for the night. 
Warm fomentations to the feet. 

ith, morning.—Rested well a part of the night ; complains of pres- 
sure about the wound. Pulse 100, and tense. Bladder much distended 
with urine. Bled him ten ounces, when he became faint. 7, P. M. 
Was much relieved by the bleeding ; slept several hours during the day ; 
urine drawn off twice to-day. Ordered pulv. ipecac. comp. grs. x. at 
bed time. 

8th, morning.—Vomited during the night, which caused much dis- 
tress in the wound ; no discharge having taken place from the bowels 
since the operation, notwithstanding several injections had been given, he 
was directed to take ol. ricini, 3}. ; tinct. opii. gtt. xx. and effervescing 
draught. 7, P.M. Cathartic has not operated. 

9th, morning.—The cathartic has operated several times during the 
night ; says he is free from pain. Pulse 98, and soft. The wound in 
the back dressed, has in part closed ; granulations seem healthy. 

10th, morning.—By the aid of anodynes he rested well for the night ; 
skin moist ; pulse 98 ; the right foot had lost its sensation, much tume- 
fied ; crepitation was felt on the ankle, resembling emphysema. Dr. RB. 
being satisfied that gangrene had commenced in the foot, he immediately 
made an incision in the part from below the inner ankle to the great toe, 
down through the distended cellular tissue. The whole of the foot was 
gangrenous, extending above the ankle. The nitric acid lotion was ap- 
plied with lint, and the part covered with a poultice. He was directed 
to take gum opii. gr. ss. and carb. ammonia grs. ij. every two hours. 

11th, morning.—Delirium ; refused his medicine ; gangrene extended ; 
made deep scarifications into the sound parts ; continued the same dress- 
ings as yesterday. Directed arrowroot, with wine and porter. 

12th, morning.—Is more composed this morning ; slept several hours 
during the night ; took his medicine regularly. The soft parts about the 
foot have separated from the bones, most of which are in a state of com- 
minuted fracture. 

13th, morning.—Delirium returned ; extremities cold ; pulse hardly 
perceptible at the wrist. Died in the afternoon. 

Post-mortem examination, twelve hours after death.—Viscera of the 
abdomen healthy ; the membranes surrounding the viscera had a dark 
appearance from extravasated blood. The wound on the back was about 
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half closed by healthy granulations. The bones of the spine retained 
their relative situation. The first lumbar vertebra, from which the spi- 
nous process had been removed, was fractured through its body, but no 
displacement. The spinal cord seemed in a healthy condition. 

Dr. Rogers makes the following remarks :—Although in all the cases 
of depression of the spinous processes in which an operation has been 
performed it has proved fatal, yet he is well satisfied that this case pre- 
sents a strong argument in favor of repeating the operation under similar 
circumstances. ‘The immediate return of sensation to the inferior extre- 
mities after the removal of the bone, with complete relief from all symp- 
toms which indicate an injury of the spine, from the time of the operation 
to his death, forin presumptive evidence in favor of his ultimate recovery, 
had it not been for the injury and gangrene of the foot. Dr. R. thinks 
that in a case of simple fracture and depression of the spinous process, 
without any injury of the spinal cord, we have a reasonable prospect of 
success In an operation ; at all events, it is the only chance for the pa- 
tient, and under such circumstances he recommends it. 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences. 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


DEMONSTRATION OF THE MODE IN WHICH THE PREPARATIONS OF COLCHICUM PROVE 
USEFUL. 


BY PROFESSOR A. T. THOMSON, OF THE NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. 


THe number of cases of acute rheumatism which has been admitted 
within the last twelve days, has again turned our attention to this disease: 
but I shall now direct your notice merely to one of these cases, not be- 
cause the symptoms have displayed any peculiarity, but because the ra- 
pidity of the relief which followed the operation of the colchicum upon 
the alimentary canal, affords me an opportunity of explaining my opin- 
ions of the manner in which this valuable remedy usually produces bene- 
ficial effects in rheumatic inflammation. It has been customary to refer 
these effects of colchicum to its sedative or narcotic powers ; an opinion 
which my experience prevents me from adopting ; but in dissenting from 
this view of the influence of colchicum, I am anxious that I shall not be 
misunderstood as attempting to deny that it possesses sedative powers ; 
although I have never seen these adequate to the production of perma- 
nent relief from pain in acute rheumatism. If a full dose of the wine of 
the seeds of the colchicum be administered after a moderate bleeding, it 
rarely fails to purge, and to maintain the reduction of the pulse caused by 
the abstraction of the blood. Under such circumstances it would be re- 
markable if there was no abatement of pain, if the system be brought 
under the influence of even a very moderate sedative. The purgative 
influence of the colchicum carries its sedative power, although weak, 
thus far, whilst it precludes the further employment of the lancet; and 
thus it seems to combine the advantages of purging, and the administra- 
tion of narcotics. Now in taking this view of the influence of colchicum, 
Iam convinced that it is never productive of much benefit in acute rheu- 
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matism, unless it purge freely. The evacuations are generally copious, 
liquid, and highly bilious, owing to the remedy, as a topical stimulant on 
the duodenum, exciting powerfully the orifices of the biliary duct, and 
causing a large flow of bile to the intestine, in the same manner as exciting 
the orifices of the salivary ducts inthe mouth not only empties those glands, 
but augments their secreting function. The purgative effects of colchicum 
are sometimes excessive, and the consequent debility is great ; but I have 
seen 12 or 14 copious watery stools produced by a full dose of the drug, 
without any obvious debility resulting. If the lancet be not previously em- 
ployed, the excitement present in the habit seems to resist both the purga- 
tive and the sedative powers of colchicum; which, apparently, like those of 
some other remedies, require the habit to be brought into a certain condition 
before they can operate in a salutary manner. It is on this account that 
I almost invariably, as you must have observed, order my patients with 
acute rheumatism to be bled, and the bleeding to be followed by a dose 
of calomel, tartar emetic, and opium, before prescribing colchicum. If 
the patient be of a plethoric habit, f. 3}. or f. Siss. of the wine of the 
seeds may be given for a dose, six or eight hours after the administration 
of the pill ; and this dose is to be repeated once in six hours until it begin 
to purge, when either the repetition should be deferred for twelve hours, 
or, if the effect be powerful, the medicine should be altogether discon- 
tinued. If febrile symptoms recur, accompanied by pain, I have gene- 
rally found the tartar emetic preferable to a return to full doses of the 
colchicum ; but the influence of the antimonial is aided by small and fre- 
quently repeated doses of the colchicum. On the contrary, if the pulse 
remains soft, regular aud moderate in frequency ; and the pains do not 
return, except, perhaps, in a slight degree in the evening ; whilst the 
skin, also, remains cool, I have found that the decoction of yellow bark, 
acidulated with sulphuric acid, or the solution of the sulphate of  quinia, 
acidulated in the same manner, tends more than any other means to se- 
cure the patient from a relapse, and to confirm the cure. 

In making these remarks, it would be uncandid were I not to mention 
that most distressing effects have occasionally followed the employment 
of large doses of colchicum ; but these have either depended on the im- 
proper administration of the medicine, or on idiosyncracy. As a rule to 
guide you against the first error, you must recollect that colchicum ought 
never to be prescribed when the red or glazed state of the tongue indi- 
cates much irritation or a sub-acute inflammatory condition of the mucous 
membrane of the alimentary canal. In this case, moderate doses of the 
hydrocyanic acid and liquor potassz with Dover’s powder, aided by 
counter-irritants, may be employed to prepare the habit for the use of 
the colchicum ; and even after the irritable state of the alimentary canal 
has been sufficiently subdued to admit of its use, the remedy ought to be 
prescribed in small doses, frequently repeated, instead of the full doses 
that may be administered under other circumstances. The deleterious 
influence of idiosyncracy can only be avoided, by inquiring into the ef- 
fects of the remedy when it has been taken at any prior time. 

, London Lancet. 
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LIGATURE OF THE BRACHIAL ARTERY FOR VENO-ARTERIAL 
ANEURISM. 


BY N. R. SMITH, M.D. PROFESSOR OF SURGERY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MARYLAND. 


A. B. 4 coLoRED man, aged twenty-six, called for my advice (Novem- 
ber 25th), in relation to a tumor situated in the bend of the arm. At 
first touch it was evidently an aneurism. An eminent medical friend had 
previously examined the case, and learning its character, had referred the 
patient to me. 

The disease had resulted from an accident in bleeding, which had oc- 
curred in the hands of a gentleman remarkable for the neatness with which 
he usually performs phlebotomy. The accident was owing to the local 
relations of the parts concerned being remarkably different from those 
which usually exist. It was the median-cephalic vein which had been 
opened, but this vessel lay much lower than is usual—that is, nearer to 
the inner condyle ; while the median basilic was very short. The bra- 
chial artery, on the other hand, lay nearer than usual to the radial border 
of the arm. We entertain but little apprehension of wounding the bra- 
chial artery when we strike the median-cephalic vein, and this undoubt- 
edly was the cause of the occurrence in this instance. The artery was 
wounded through the vein and directly beneath it. The blood gushed 
rapidly at the time, but its flow was soon embarrassed in consequence of 
the formation of a thrombus. A compress was finally applied, and, al- 
though bleeding in small quantity occurred several times, yet the hemor- 
rhage was never serious. The part was a good deal swelled at the time, 
and painful. At length the inflammation disappeared, and there remained 
a pulsating tumor. At the time it was first examined by me, it had the 
magnitude of the half of an egg, and had a distinctly circumscribed cyst. 
The vein was evidently concerned in the tumor, but to what extent the 
tunics of the vein entered into the walls of the aneurism, it was by no 
means easy to determine. It appeared to me, however, on making a 
most careful examination, that the principal part of the cyst was formed 
in the cellular tissue, intervening between the artery and the vein—that 
the inner orifice of the wound in the vein had become expanded, and its 
margin incorporated with the cellular walls of the aneurism. 

The peculiar aneurismal thrill was very manifest in the pulsation of the 
tumor. At each throb the blood was forcibly injected into the vein, 
suddenly expanding it both beneath and above the tumor. Beneath, 
however, this swelling of the vein extended no further than to the first 
valve, which was half an inch from the tumor. Above, the expansion of 
the vein was obvious half way up the arm, and the thrilling rush of the 
blood was distinctly felt at each pulsation of the heart. Pressure upon 
the brachial artery, above the tumor, arrested the pulsation. Pressure 
upon the tumor emptied it of its contents. The walls of the tumor toward 
the surface were thin. 

The compress having been already ineffectually employed in this case, 
and the tumor obviously increasing, I immediately advised that the Nee 
ture of the brachial artery should be performed without delay. For this 
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operation he repaired to the Baltimore Infirmary, where I was then offi- 
clating as surgeon. Preparatory to the operation, I caused blood to be 
taken from the arm—prescribed a low diet and repose for two or three 
days. 
The operation was performed in the presence of the medical class of 
the University of Maryland, and with the assistance of the pupils of the 
house. The patient was seated ina chair, and his arm was extended 
upon atable. The ivcision was made as usual along’ the border of the 
biceps, the fascia of the arm being laid bare at the first stroke of the 
knife, and opened by the second. On introducing the finger into the 
wound, I felt the pulsations of two arteries—the one in the usual position 
of the brachial, close beneath the border of the biceps—the other toward 
the ulnar border of the arm, but not remote from it. On compressing 
the latter, the pulsations of the tumor did not cease, but when this was 
practised upon the former, they were instantly commanded. The pulsa- 
tions of these vessels were so equally strong that I immediately inferred 
that, in this instance, the division of the brachial had occurred at a higher 
point than usual, and that only the radial branch was concerned in the 
operation. With this impression I immediately applied the ligature to 
the artery beneath the biceps. The pulsations of the tumor at once 
ceased, its volume diminished, and it became flaccid. A silk ligature 
was employed, one extremity of which was left hanging from the wound. 
The incision was very accurately closed by means of adhesive strips—a 
compress was applied to the tumor, and a roller to the member, from the 
hand to the shoulder. The patient was kept in a tranquil state. At the 
same hour of the next day, the tumor was found, on examination, to 
pulsate feebly. There was also a pretty strong pulsation in the radial 
artery, at the wrist. The brachial artery was also found to pulsate 
slightly, where it merged itself in the tumor. I could not now feel the 

ulsation of any artery toward ‘the ulnar border of the arm, which could 
be regarded as the ulnar artery, nor were the pulsations of the ulnar at 
the wrist stronger than those of the radial, and I now came to the con- 
clusion that the collateral vessel, which I so distinctly felt during the 
operation, was the anastomotic, considerably enlarged in consequence of 
the circulation in the brachial. There had occurred no visible diminu- 
tion of temperature in the limb. The bandage was re-applied and kept 
wet with cold water. 

On the third day the bandage was again removed, and we were grati- 
fied to discover that there now no longer existed any pulsation in the 
— although it was still manifest in the artery both above and be- 
ow it. 

On the fifth day there was still no pulsation in the tumor, and it had 
now become quite hard and incompressible. There was not much ten- 
derness to the touch, nor had the patient experienced much pain, though 
it was occasionally such as to disturb his rest at night. 

On the 13th day the ligature came away. In the mean time complete 
reunion of the wound by adhesion had taken place, and he had scarcely 
felt a sensation where the ligature had been applied, till the present time. 
By any prudent effort we could not now, by pressure, force any fluid 
Gut of the cyst into the artery, or in any measure diminish its size. It 
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was manifest, therefore, that the blood contained in the cyst had now 
formed a firm coagulum, and that we might confidently expect its ultimate 
obliteration. 

On the 20th day, the patient complained of severe pain and tenderness 
in the tumor, and evidently a slight degree of inflammatory swelling had 
taken place in its base. 1 conjectured that suppuration of the cyst might 
be about to happen, in consequence of the coagulum being so thickly 
covered with integuments. I directed a poultice to be applied to the 
part, and this to be compressed with the bandage. In two or three days 
the inflammation was wholly dissipated, and I found on comparing the 
tumor with a cast which I had made of the part before the operation, 
that it had lost half its original size. It was perfectly free from pulsation. 

North Amer. Arch. of Med. and Surg. Science. 


CASE OF DIABETES MELLITUS. 


BY RICHARD WILMOT HALL, M.D. PROFESSOR OF OBSTETRICS IN THE UNIVER- ~ 
SITY OF MARYLAND. 


On the 22d of April, 1831, I was requested by Dr. E. Perkins, of this 
city, to visit with him Robert Kinnier, a lad about seventeen years of 
age, laboring under diabetes. On reference to my notes, I find the de- 
tails of the sane as here given. Our patient appeared to be somewhat 
emaciated ; had a sallow complexion, with those appearance of general 
disorder which often follow our autumnal remittent fevers. On inquiry 
I learned that he had suffered by an attack of this disease during the 
preceding autumn, while engaged with his father on the line of the Balti- 
more and Ohio rail road ; aud after the more severe symptoms of attack 
had passed away, a remittent fever with irregular paroxysms had con- 
tinued to manifest itself occasionally. At the time we saw him, these 
paroxysms were interrupted ; but he still remained languid, incapable of 
active exercise, and much depressed in mind. He sometimes walked 
slowly in the open air, from which he experienced fatigue. His liver 
seemed to perform its functions slowly, but there was no tenderness or 
enlargement from which might be inferred a serious disturbance of this 
organ. He had occasionally a very slight cough. The tongue was whi- 
tish and his skin cool. The perspiration did not appear to be materially 
changed from the standard of health. We requested that the urine should 
be retained for our examination, and the quantity discharged betwe-n the 
hours of nine o’clock in the evening and six of the following morning 
(nine hours), was found by measurement to be more than one gallon— 
of a pale straw color, and sweet to the taste—pulse 84—appetite irregu- 
lar—digestion also imperfect. He labored under no important pulmo- 
nary disturbance, and the alvine dejections evinced the presence of biliary 
matter. 

Tonics were first directed. .S. quinine, phosphas. ferri, &c. were 
freely used without apparent benefit for some time. No vegetable prepara- 
tion, except bread, was allowed to be taken. His diet was directed to be 
purely animal, with the foregoing exception. Still finding that his diabe- 
tic symptoms were not materially altered, we prescribed the tinc. meloe. 
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vesicat. m. xx. ter. die. directing an increase of five to ten drops each 
dose, unless strangury should have been perceived. sian 

On the 19th of May, we found his pulse 84—one pint of urine dis- 
charged during the night—bread omitted and diet altogether animal. It 
may be remarked that he relinquished the use of bread with great reluct- 
ance,—occasionally obtained it by stealth, but acknowledged that it 
alwavs increased the flow of urine. He then concurred in the propriety 
of the prohibition, and abstained from its use. On this day he was tak- 
ing 270 drops of the tincture thrice a day—tongue more. natural—urine 
less—bowels more regular,—directed to increase the tincture. He sleeps 
more comfortably during the night. 

On the ninth of June, dose of tincture four hundred drops, which pro- 
duced a slight strangury—bowels regular and feces natural in appearance 
—urine last night, Ziv.—diminished the quantity of the tincture— 
pulse 84. 

June 12th.—Takes 350 drops—tongue more natural, pulse 90 and 
soft—appetite and digestion improved—so also his general appearance. 
After this period he gradually increased the amount of the tincture to four 
hundred drops each dose, without strangury and with manifest advantage. 
He now was enabled to take exercise in the open air, and his strength 
was increasing daily. 

On the 19th June, he applied to the apothecary for a fresh supply of 
the tincture. A small quantity remained in the bottle from which he had 

reviously been supplied, and in taking it down from the position which 
It occupied, the fluid was agitated, and thus suspended much of the fine 
particles of the cantharides. Of this turbid fluid he took in the morniug 
425 drops, estimated to be double the strength of the pure tincture. 
Pain of the kidneys, distressing strangury, and urine slightly tinged with 
blood, followed. When called to visit him, I found his pulse 90 per 
minute, voluminous and active. The warm bath was forthwith directed 
—m. 60 Tr. opii. with Zi. ol. ricini were given with mucilaginous 
drinks. He was soon relieved, and readily evacuated the bladder. The 
vantity of fluid was small. 20th June, pulse 90—quite composed— 
ree from pain and strangury ; urine natural, and moderate in quantity. 
Directed the tincture to be omitted. No morbid change, or increase in 
the quantity of urine, was perceived after this. On the 23d of June, he 
had a slight paroxysm of remittent, which was speedily interrupted by 
the use of S. quinine. Pulse 80 on the 26th, and no evidence of dia- 
betes remaining. He soon regained his strength, and entered on an 
active course of duty, as a grocer, in Baltimore.—Jbid. 


ON SOME OF THE USES OF TURPENTINE. 
BY W. C. ROBERTS, M.D. NEW YORK. 


TURPENTINE evinces its greatest utility in the neuralgie. According 
to Cullen, Drs. Cheyne and Pitcairn first lauded it in these disorders, 
and in sciatica in particular. In France, M. Récamier employed the 
esseuce fifteen years ago, for the cure of femoro-popliteal neuralgia ; and 
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the results of his practice have been set forth in a thesis by M. Martinet, 
defended in 1815, at the faculty of medicine in Paris. Ten cases were 
cured, two were benefited, and three were unrelieved. It would appear 
that there ought to exist no organic lesion of the affected nerve, for the 
remedy to succeed... Two drachms of the essence, in four ounces of 
honey of roses, were given daily, in three doses and at intervals of three 
hours ; and in most of the patients, six days only were required for the 
cure. In 1823, M. Dufour published his experiments on the use of the 
essence of turpentine in neuralgia. Six patients out of seven were cured, 
without any perceptible effect from the remedy. (Rev. Med. August, 
1824). M. Laroque employed it about the same time, and cites twelve 
or fifteen successful cases (Ac. R. de Med. 8 Sep. 1828). In 1824, 
M. Martinet re-issued his thesis, and published a second edition of this 
-memoir in 1829. In the latter he states, that of seventy patients of 
whom he then had charge, fifty-eight were cured of crural or popliteal 
sciatica, or other neuralgia ; three by frictions, and all the rest by the in- 
ternal exhibition of the medicines. The symptoms which it caused were 
slight, when it was prudently given, and a free diaphoresis in the course 
of the affected nerve was a favorable omen. The remedy is never to 
be persevered in beyond the tenth day. We have detailed these facts at 
some length, because we think them calculated to lead to the mitigation 
of a very terrible and obstinate affection, against which medicine has 
hitherto waged an unequal war. In other of the neuroses, turpentine is 
not without its efficacy ; tetanus, the most formidable of them all, has — 
been cured by it. ‘Toms has recorded a case in which three half ounce 
doses, given at intervals of three hours, put an end to the spasms, and 
was followed by copious stools and free vomiting. A very remarkable 
case of tetanus, from a wound successfully treated by our much respected 
preceptor, Professor Mott, with turpentine, in which many ounces were 
taken, is somewhere recorded. 

A subsequent one, in which several ounces also were exhibited, and 
in which we were ourselves concerned, was not so prosperous. Free 
purging and profuse sweating followed its use, and the jaw relaxed con- 
siderably, but it proved ultimately and unexpectedly fatal. Dr. Philip, 
in the Med. Ch. Trans. vol. vi. tells of a case in which a glyster of an 
ounce of sp. tereb. rubbed up with the yolk of an egg in 8 oz. of senna, 
speedily put a stop to convulsions of very considerable severity. In an 
admirable practical lecture, by Dr. Graves, on that species of convulsion 
which is induced in children by improper diet, quoted in the Am. Jour. 
Med. Scien. for Aug. 1833, we find him advising, on the failure of other 
means, a mixture of turpentine 3i. castor oil 3iv. the syrup of pop- 
pies and mucilage. ‘* Of this, when well shaken, exactly 3j. was to be 
given every third hour; and what was the result ? It operated on the 
bowels, produced a copious discharge of urine, and the convulsions 
ceased.”? 

__ Dr. Percival has prescribed turpentine in epilepsy with success in three 
instances. Dr. Reid (Dub. Trans. vol. iv.) gives it in the same disease 
with good effects. ‘I have freely used,”? says Dr. Knight, in his work 
upon the moral and physical causes of insanity, ‘‘ the spir. tereb. rect. 
as recommended by Dr. Ed. Percival, in the Ed. Med. and Surg. Jour. 
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and frequently with much benefit, in the epilepsy of lunatics ; the fits be- 
ing often suspended from their usual accession, and when returning, being 
less violent.” A French journal records a case of verminous catalepsy 


cured by this remedy, and in the cephalalgia of delicate and hysterical 


females, together with other measures, we find the spirit of turpentine, 
in considerable doses, recommended by that accomplished physician, 
Dr. Graves. ‘* Since I have employed them (spir. tereb. and the nit. 
argenti) in hysterical determinations to the head, I have been able to 
overcome these and similar affections with much greater facility than for- 
merly. The spir. tereb. is best suited to the violent stages of the disor- 
der, and inay be given in doses of one or two drachms, to be repeated 
according to its effects. The best vehicle is cold water ; and some will 
bear and derive advantage from two or three doses a day, experiencing 
from its use a diminution of headache, a removal of flatulence, together 
with a moderate action of the bowels and kidneys. Slight degrees of 
dysuria or hematuria ought not to cause us to discontinue it.” 

In colic, a favorite prescription of Dr. Dewees, of Philadelphia, con- 
sists of oil of mint, 3). and of turpentine, 3j. ; the dose a teaspoonful p. 
r.n. The opinion of this gentleman as to its efficacy as a purgative, 
when in conjunction with the oleum ricini, we have already expressed. 
To obstinate constipation, failing other means, it seems well adapted ; and 
in chronic diarrhea, and in certain torpid conditions of the bowels, with 
furred tongue, sour eructations, and acrid slimy stools, it is pronounced 
by Professor Chapman to be an incomparable remedy. ‘* In anomalpus 
returns of spasmodic pain in the bowels, I have succeeded, says Dr. 
Armstrong, in his work on chronic diseases, ‘* with pretty full doses of 
tereb. rect. ; and in doses of fifty or sixty drops, three times a day, have 
allayed that uneasiness which is by some felt when the stomach is empty, 
and which is relieved by food.” A mixture of equal parts of the es- 
sence of turpentine and sulphuric ether, is said, by Durande, to allay the 
pain of biliary calculi. It has the effect of dissolving these concretions, 
when they are placed in it, out of the body; the practice is a very old 
one. Turpentine has been given in dropsy ; and according to Orfila, it 
would appear to be the best means of combating the symptoms of poison- 
ing by the hydrocyanic acid. A case of asphyxia from opium, cured by 
its internal use, and the exhibition of it in glysters, is contained in the 
Lon. Med. Gaz. 1826. There is a remark made by Dr. Prichard, in 
his work on the diseases of the nervous system, which relates to the the- 
rapeutic uses of this medicine, and which I think has escaped observa- 
tion. He is speaking of epilepsy depending upon deranged conditions 
of the uterine leakieks: and after having advised it as a stimulating glys- 
ter, proceeds to assert that it is one of the most potent diffusible stimu- 
lants in the whole materia medica, and the most potent emmenagogue. 
The black hellebore and savine, he says, are not as powerful. His mode 
of using it, is to give from 3ss. to 31}. daily, in an emulsion. In mania 
connected with defective catamenia, he relies much upon it. Again : in 
treating of that form of epilepsy which he calls enteric, wherein acrid 
matters, worms, the irritation of dentition, &c. cause a sympathetic dis- 
order of the brain, after depletion, &c. of all the remedies Dr. Prichard 
has ever tried, he has found none so frequently useful as oil of turpentine. 
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«Jt occasions moderate and regular evacuations, corrects the tendency 
to a frequent repetition of griping and irritating stools, and relieves or re- 
moves flatulence. At the same time, it exerts a peculiar sedative, or 
tranquillizing power on the nervous system, lessens irritability and pro- 
motes sleep.” P. 263. 

The efficacy of turpentine against the tenia is well known and strongly 
attested. Kennedy, of Glasgow, Kanam, Gomez, Knox, Mello, Cross, 
Fenwick, Latham, Laird, Bateman, Pommer and Mérat, are among its 
warmest advocates. From half an ounce to two ounces of this oil may 
be given daily ; if it purges, the worm may be passed very speedily, but 
it is oftenest passed after an interval, dead, and in a-state of decomposi- 
tion. Other worms have also been evacuated by its agency ; but it is 
thought by the authors of the Dict. de Mat. Med., that its use in cases 
of tapeworm will soon be abandoned, because in the bark of the root of 
the pomegranate we possess a safer and more certain teniafuge. Insome 
of the profluvia, in leucorrhea, blenorrhea, hematemesis and melana, its 
exhibition has been commended ; and Dr. Geddings, of Baltimore, and 
others of his friends, have found it-of great service in arresting ptyalism. 
He used it as a gargle, 3ij. to 8 oz. mucilage. 

It is well known that it is by means of turpentine that Dr. Kentish 
treated burns so successfully ; and many of the best authorities of the day, 
among whom are Mr. Lawrence and Sir A. Cooper, look upon this me- 
thod as the best in severe cases. An application of turpentine to the 
burn was made thrice a day, and then a liniment of basilicon ointment 
softened with the oil, was laid on with compresses. The surgical uses 
of turpentine are numerous. It enters into many ointments ; it is fre- 
quently injected into fistulous sinuses ; and either warmed or made into a 
paste with Peruvian bark, it forms a useful application to gangrenous 
sores and stumps. ‘The latter is the practice of the Glasgow infirmary, 
and over the cake thus formed, is laid a pledget of resinous dressing. A 
very successful mode of treating a carbuncle, is by making into it a cru- 
cial incision, and filling the cuts with lint dipped in the spirit of turpen- 
tine. By this means the pain and irritation are speedily assuaged, and a 
healthy action is brought about in the sore. Its uses as a liniment for 
exciting rabefaction need only this allusion. 

Uniled States Medical and Surgical Journal. 


CASE OF STRANGULATED INTESTINE WITHIN THE ABDOMEN. 


BY S. B. CARPENTER, M.D. NEWTON, MASS. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Miss A., of delicate constitution, had suffered much from ill health for 
several years. Catamenia had been very irregular. For the first six 
months of the last year there had been a complete suppression ; but for 
the remainder of the year, she had menstruated regularly every week. 

I was summoned in haste to see this patient, for the first time, be- 
tween eleven and twelve, P. M. July 28, 1833. She was then suffering 
severe pain in the epigastric and pelvic regions. She very soon, howe- 
Ver, attributed all the pain to the pubic region. ‘That evening she went 
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to bed as well as usual, after attending church twice during the day ; ate 
a very few baked beans for dinner. It should be remarked that she was 
menstruating very little at this time. Pulse 70 to 75, not very full or 
strong, and the tongue very little coated. An emetic brought up some 
undigested food, with a little mucus and bile. The pain continued in 

aroxysins, although there was not a complete cessation in the intervals. 


Very little tenderness was felt by pressure on the abdomen, ‘which ap- 


peared quite natural. She had had no dejection since the 27th. In 
this situation the patient continued till about three o’clock, P. M. No- 
thing gave even temporary relief, except opiates ; cathartics, enemas and 
fomentations were all ineffectual. ‘The stomach became very irritable, 
but nothing was ejected except mucus and bile. At this time she ap- 
peared evidently sinking. ‘The abdomen became more and more dis- 
tended ; pulse was very feeble and quick, and scarcely perceptible at the 
wrists. Just before 10, P. M. twenty-three hours rom the first alarm, 
she suddenly expired. 

In this case nothing had appeared very extraordinary or even alarming, 
till about eight hours previous to her death. In fact there was scarcely 
a symptom except those which usually accompany painful menstruation. 
The mother, an observing, intelligent woman, remarked that her daugh- 
ter had suffered in this way many times before. The total impossibility 
of getting any medicine to act on the bowels, and the appearance of sink- 
ing between 2 and 3 o’clock, P. M. began to excite a suspicion, for the 
first time, that something very peculiar in character existed in the case. 

Post-mortem examination.— Twelve hours after death, I commenced 
an examination. The abdomen was exceedingly distended, but not hard. 
On cutting through the parietes, nearly a pint of serous fluid escaped 
from among the intestines. The cause of death was at once revealed. 
The bloodvessels of the lower portion of the small intestine were highly 
injected with blood, so that the tissues were of a deep livid hue. The 
cause of her death was this :—a strong fibrous band, originating from the 
side of the intestine, two feet from the colon, passing over two folds of 
the ileum and joined to the mesentery close to its origin, bound the canal 
like a ligature. It crossed the ileum but six feet from the colon. The 
side of the intestine where the ligament was attached was so extended as 
to form a cul de sac 2 1-2 inches long, one inch in diameter next the 
intestine, and tapering to a point, then forming a small tendon about 
the size of a pipe-stem, and extending one inch farther before its inser- 
tion, so that the whole cord was three inches and a half long. This was 
evidently not of very recent origin, but it was impossible, however, to 
form any opinion of the period of time the intestine had been thus curi- 
ously encircled by it. Six feet of the ileum was enclosed, two below 
and four above the insertion of the band; of course it was not very 
closely bound by a ligament of 3 1-2 inches long. How can we account 
for its sudden strangulation just at this particular juncture? There was 
very little fecal matter present, and no undigested food. The ligament 
formed the exact boundary of the injected bloodvessels. Though the 
whole canal was considerably distended with gas, no other portion beside 
that ange was found.at all diseased. 
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“A MEMOIR OF JAMES JACKSON, JR. M.D. 


WITH EXTRACTS FROM HIS LETTERS TO HIS FATHER, AND MEDICAL CASES COL- 
LECTED BY HIM.” 


Sucu is the title of a beautifully executed octavo of four hundred and 
forty-four pages, by James Jackson, M.D. the Prof. of the Theory and 
Practice of Physic in Harvard University. We have merely turned 
over the leaves with a view to understanding the general object of the 

ublication, without having it in our power the present week to analyze 
its contents, or indeed to make such extracts as would be most satisfactory 
to the general reader. Enough, however, has been discovered in this 
monument of parental affection, to excite our warmest and most heartfelt 
sympathies for the parent who mourns the early death of such a son. It 
was our happiness to have a personal acquaintance with the talented man 
whose short but well employed life is here tuld so briefly. 

The simple and unaffected narration of his character and brilliant 
career, cannot fail to renew the regrets of every friend to genuine merit 
and exalted talents, at his premature death. 

To the junior members of our profession and to medical students, this 
work for obvious reasons commends itself in a particular manner ; and a 
careful perusal of its pages cannot fail in conferring much benefit. 

The medical portion of the volume, we feel a thorough conviction, 
well deserves the attentive consideration of the admirers of those essential 
qualifications in a physician, viz. a talent for observation and a love of 
truth ; and will form a valuable introduction to those stores of knowledge 
which we venture to hope may, at no distant period, be opened to us from 
a foreign source. The following extract presents a brief sketch of the 
life of our departed friend. 

“The history of my son’s life is very simple, and it may be told very 
briefly. He was born on the 15th January, 1810, was graduated at the 
University in Cambridge in 1828, and then eagaged in the study of me- 
dicine. This he did under my direction and as my pupil. He continued 
as such till the April of 1831, and during this time he attended the medi- 
cal lectures of our University and saw the practice of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital. In the spring, 1831, he went to Paris, where he ar- 
rived in May, and remained till July, 1833, except during a visit of six 
months to Great Britain and Ireland in the spring and summer of 1832. 
He reached home at the end of the summer, 1833, and was graduated as 
Doctor of Medicine in our University in February, 1834. He was now 

repared to engage in practice, and took rooms for himself in Franklin 

lace. He was thus brought to the starting place of active life, and under 
circumstances the most flattering and the most grateful, when he was 
arrested in his course. Exactly at this point he was arrested. His ar- 
rangements being made, he sent an advertisement to the public papers, 
which appeared on the fifth of March, and on that day he was taken sick 
80 as to lodge at my house instead of occupying the rooniz which he bad 
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just announced as his residence. ‘This sickness was his last, and he died 
on the 27th of the same month, being in his 25th year.” 

The biographer of this excellent man remarks, ‘¢ The subject of this 
story was not indeed rewarded by long life. But in this age will it be 
maintained that long life is the greatest blessing ? This is a topic on 
which I shall not enlarge ; but I will only say for myself, which I do most 
sincerely, that I would not have added a year to my son’s life, by an ha- 
bitual and allowed indulgence in a single vice.” 

There being barely space in reservation for a short extract to-day, a 
part of a letter is here given, to illustrate his untiring devotion to the pro-- 
fession in which he was calculated to shine with peculiar splendor. 


Dublin, August 19, 1832. 

“ My Dear Fatrner,—I would to God I knew how it is with you at 
this moment. When awake, I do not allow myself to think much of cho- 
lera in America, and never to fancy that my friends can be touched by 
it ;—but in sleep, it occurs in my dreams, and they are such as sometimes 
alarm me. I must await the end. I have not received any letters from 
you for some time ;-—as I have been wandering and uncertain, I directed 
them to be detained at London, after I left Edinburgh, and this circum- 
stance will hurry me back to London. I am already repaid for coming 
to this city, by a few hours study yesterday, at the museum of pathological 
anatomy, at the college of surgeons. I have added to the stores of my 
knowledge, memory and note-books upon this subject. It is my intention 
so to have seen everything in the morbid way, that you cannot find me at 
fault on the most close examination. I have already seen much, that 
from books I had longed for, and only regret that you are not at my side, 
that we might burn together, as we looked upon the riches of the science 
we love. Do not imagine that J am going to allow myself to become a 
mere pathological anatomist, instead of a pathologist in the more liberal 
sense of the word. Remember, though I now write mainly of specimens, 
preparations and paintings, that from Paris I wrote much of symptomato- 
logy, aye, and studied it much, too. That I do not much expect in Eng- 
land ;—it is almost impossible. I may see practice, you will say ; I will, 
but I expect fully, very often to be much in doubt as to the nature of the 
case in which the practice is exercised.” 


COMMENDABLE LIBERALITY. 


Tue Legislature of the State of Maine, with a liberality worthy of imita- 
tion, at their late session passed a resolve granting aid towards the relief 
and instruction of that unfortunate class within the limits of Maine, who 
are afflicted with blindness. In appointing Dr. Reynolds, of this city, to 
investigate such cases as may apply for legislative assistance, they have 
made a most judicious selection. The reputation which this gentleman 
justly possesses for knowledge and skill in treating diseases of the eye, 
we are happy to perceive is daily extending itself wherever affections of 
that important organ present themselves. The 23d instant is the time 
appointed for this interesting examination, and we would suggest to all 


who are thus afflicted to avail themselves of the opportunity about to be 
presented. 


The Stanstead Somnambulist.—It may be interesting to our readers to 
learn that Mrs. Cass, whose remarkable case of clairvoyance constituted 
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the interesting papers in this Journal several months ago, first by Dr. 
Barnard and subsequently by Dr. Colby, is dead. We have received a 
note from Dr. C. dated at Stanstead, June 10, in which he has kindly 
given us some particulars of the post-mortem examination, which will be 
found in the next number of the Journal. We also acknowledge, in the 
meantime,-the reception of a morbid preparation from the same source, 
to be disposed of as requested by the donor. 


Smallpox in Georgia.—Dr. Gilbert, of Georgia, writes us, under date 
of June 4th, that the smallpox exists at Milledgeville, in that State. He 
further remarks, ‘‘ We have an abundance of vaccine matter, but I am 
fearful it is not the genuine.” 


Complete Luxation of the Knee.—An instance of this exceedingly rare 
accident is recorded in a recent number of the Bull. de Therapeutique, 
by Dr. Gorde. ‘The subject of the case was a woman of from fifty-five 
to sixty years of age, who, in returning home at night, with a heavy bur- 
den, and in a state of intoxication, stepped into a ditch as deep as up to 
the middle of her thighs. The body was thrown forward by the fall, 
whilst the feet stuck at the bottom of the ditch ; the whole force of the 
impulse was sustained by the thighs. ‘The left thigh was dislocated 
backwards and downwards, and lodged under the muscles of the calf of 
the leg. The limb was much deformed, and shortened three inches. 
The reduction was very easily effected, without the patient complaining. 
The articulation was covered with compresses wet with spirits of camphor 
and lead water ; the limb kept at perfect rest, and in six weeks the pa- 
tient was cured without any untoward symptom.— Gaz. Med. 


Treatment of Intermittent Fever by Hunger.—Mr. M , practising 
physician at Marsanissa, in Ekatorienslaw, concludes hunger to be the 
best remedy for intermittent fever. He recommends a strict fast of three 
days, and gives his patient during this time only common water to drink, 
without either meat or medicine. It is sometimes, though seldom, need- 
ful to premise to this course of treatment, an emetic or an aperient. All 
tasting of food, even in the smallest quantity, tends to hinder the effect. 
Mr. M has employed this method these twenty-five years in different 
parts of Russia, and always found it effectual, of what kind soever the in- 
termittent might be.—Dub. Journ.—North American Archives. 


A police soldier, aged 60, had been for a long time affected with obsti- 
nate cough and difficult respiration, which resisted all the means employed 
for relief. On examination, after death, it was found that the whole of 
the right lung was destroyed, and its place supplied by a sac, filled with a 
dark colored fluid :—the left lung was in a state of extensive suppuration. 
The pleura, on both sides, was much thickened, and firmly adherent. This 
case, with others of a similar kind, shows that it is possible for life to be 
sustained with a very small quantity of lung.—Russ. Annalen.—Iid, 


Whole number of deathsin Boston for the week ending June 13, 22. Males, 14—Females, 8. 

Of fever, 1—inflammation on the lungs, |—droepsy, 1—throat distemper, l—lung fever, |—palsy, : 
—consumption, 4—infantile, 3—accidental, 1—hanged, 5—inflammation of the bowels, 1—quinsy, 
~—hooping cough, 1. Stillborn, 2. 
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To CorrESPONDENTS.—Dr. Delony’s review of two lectures on the Botanic 
System, published in a Milledgeville, Geo. paper, and forwarded to our address 
with a request that it might be republished, is too voluminous for the pages of the 
Journal. We perfectly agree in sentiment with the talented author of the review, 
and regret that its extreme length forbids its transfer to our columns, which have 
heretofore been enriched by his communications. 


Dizep—At Jamestown, R. I. John Hopkins, M.D. aged 24.—At the White 
Springs, Va. J. Greely Stevenson, M.D. of this city, aged 36—a gentleman highl 
esteemed for his professional and moral worth.— Near Lexington, Ky. Dr. M. M. 
Black, aged 27. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DR. BUXTON’S PATENT PAPILLARY SHIELD, OR PROTECTOR, FOR LADIES’ SORE 
NIPPLES.—This new and useful instrument guards the nipple from all external pressure, and allows 
thefmilk to be drawn away by the child with perfect ease and freedom. It consists of a circular 
stock of wood, ivory, or other suitable material ; the lower part of which is about two inches in di- 
ameter, and forms an exterior rim of about one third of an inch around the superior part of the stock, 
which is also circular, and is about an inch and a half in diameter and about an inch deep. A circu- 
lar chamber of about one inch in diameter is perforated through the lower centre of the stock. This 
chamber receives the nipple, when the lower surface of the stock, which is rendered slightly con- 
cave, is applied to the breast. By a metallic plate inserted in the top of the stock, is fixed a teat 
» covered with gum elastic, for the accommodation of the child’s mouth. In the side of the instru- 
ment is a small aperture communicating with the chamber, closed on the outside by a spring key, the 
use of which is to supply the chamber with atmospheric air, when necessary ; air being the only 
= required tu expel the milk through the excretory ducts of the lacteal glands or vessels of the 
n p e. 

n using the above instrument it is necessary that its chamber should be large, moderate, or 
small, according to the size of the nipple—therefore the purchaser should ask for a proper sized one 
—as a perfect operation depends upon this precaution. 


Sold wholesale and retail in Boston, by Witt14mM Warp, No’s 26 and 27 India street, and 
PELRSON & ROWLAND, Apothecaries’ Hall, 188 Washington street, and Apothecaries generally. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 


Tue subscribers have associated for the purpose of giving Medical Instruction on the following 
rms :— 


Convenient Rooms well furnished, with access to a good Medical Library, and the necessary faci- 
lities for demonstrative Anatomy and Surgical operations. 

The privilege of attending at the almshouse and a private hospital, now in successful operation, 
together with the important cases, both in physic and surgery, which occur in a pretty extensive pri- 
vate practice. Terms—$50a year. JOSEPH H. 
ELISHA MATHER, 


NortTHAMPTON, Mass. AUSTIN FLINT. 
wr ae in modern Dentistry will be given for a small additional compensation. 
ay 13. 


| VACCINE VIRUS. 
Puysicians in any part of the United States may hereafter be furnished with pure vaccine virus, by 
addressing the editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal—inclosing one dollar. Letters must 
be post-paid, or they will not be taken from the Post Office. The virus will invariably be sent by the 
first mail, unless some other mode of conveyance is directed. ‘Ten charged quills, an ample quan- 
tity for meeting any sudden emergency, and certainly sufficient to propagate a supply from, will be 
secureiy packed in a letter, The gentleman who has undertaken to keep the virus, will faithfully 


supply that which is positively genuine and recently taken. It will also be furnished on application 
at the Medical Journal office. 
Boston, March 4, 1834. 


PHILOSOPHICAL AND ASTRONOMICAL APPARATUS. 
N. B. CHAMBERLAIN, No. 9 School St. Boston, manufactures Philosophical, Astronomical, Pneu- 
matic, Hydrostatic, and Electrical Apparatus, Mechanical Powers, &c. of beautiful workmanship, 
designed for Lecture Rooms and public instruction in Schools, Academies and Colleges. Portable 
models of the Steam Engine, put in motion by a spirit lamp, afforded at a very reasonable rate, can 
be obtained at any time, by addressing the advertiser by mail. 
Boston, February 4, 1835. eptf. 


WILLIAM WILEY, of Baltimore, manufacturer of Cutlery and Surgical Instruments, No. 23 Water 
Street, Boston. All kinds of instruments ground and repaired. 3t. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by D. 
CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin pisces. te whom al! communications must 
be addressed, post-paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, on the lst of every month, each Part 
containing the weekly numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a cover.—Price $3,00 a year in 


advance, $3,50 after th wid is. 
—Postage the on if not paid within the year.—Every seventh copy ,gratt 
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